Maximillian T. Frye

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes
Chairman, Wichita Tribe Industrial Development Commission
Department of Geography, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia
My Calendar | maximillian.frye@gmail.com | LinkedIn


EDUCATION

2027	M.A. Geography, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia (Athens, GA) [In Progress]
	Advisor: Dr. Nik Heynen

2023 	B.B.A. Marketing & International Business Co-Major; Minor in Geography; Certificate in Personal and Organizational Leadership, Terry College of Business, University of Georgia (Athens, GA) [Cum Laude]
	Capstone Advisor: Dr. Son Lam

2022 	Franklin Maymester in Tanzania, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia (Moshi, Karatu, Ngorongoro, Serengeti, and Paje, Tanzania)

Relevant Coursework
Athens Urban Food Collective (GEOG4890S), Geography of Food Commodities (GEOG3660), International Strategic Management (MGMT 5560), Marketing Strategy and Decision Making (MARK4900), Organizational Leadership (ILAD5100S), Nation-Owned Enterprises (Law 631D: Module 6), Citizen Entrepreneurship (Law 631D: Module 7)


CONTINUING EDUCATION

2025	Leading Tribal Nations, Executive Education, Harvard Business School, Harvard University (Cambridge, MA) 
	Led by Dr. David Ager

2025	Nation-Owned Enterprises & Citizen Entrepreneurship, Rebuilding Native Nations, Native Nations Institute, University of Arizona (Tucson, AZ)


RESEARCH

Areas of Interest

Cultural Revitalization, Food Sovereignty, Indigenous Geographies, Intersections of Business and Culture, Native American Ethnobotany, New England Tribes, Southeastern & Southern Plains Tribes, Tribal Economic Development, Tribal Enterprise & Governance, Traditional Agriculture 


Research Experience

2025	Graduate Research Assistant, Supervised by Dr. Nik Heynen, Department of Geography, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia, August 2025 – Ongoing 

2025 	Researcher, “Workforce & Unemployment Survey”, Wichita Tribe Industrial Development Commission & Tribal Employment Rights Ordinance Commission, Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, December 2025 – Ongoing 

2023 	Research & Outreach Lead, “Colquitt County School District Cultural Competency Training”, Supervised by Dr. Donald Addison II, Institute of Leadership Advancement, Terry College of Business, University of Georgia, October 2022 – April 2023


Research Presentations & Written Materials

2023 	Undergraduate Capstone Project; Frye, M., Dent, A., Laufer, J., Cook, D., Heng, A., “Triangle X Bicycle Company: Performance Review”, Supervised by Dr. Son Lam, University of Georgia

2023 	Applied Research Project; Frye, M., Fick, B., Beal, D., Puente, M., Blake, J., Deatrick, J., Poindexter, E., “UPS Drone Operations in Nigeria”, United Parcel Service

2023	Applied Research Project; Dino, A., Frye, M., McClintock, M., Moore, G., Tardy, J., “Colquitt County School District Cultural Competency Training”, Colquitt County School District
  

  

HONORS & AWARDS


Personal

2026	Native American 40 Under 40, National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development

2025	Alum of the Day, Institute of Leadership Advancement, Terry College of Business, University of Georgia

2025	Graduate Cobell Scholarship, The Cobell Scholarship Fund ($12,500)

2025	2025 NAFOA Leadership Summit Class, Native American Finance Officers Association

2025	Osborne Graduate Fellowship, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia ($28,000)

2023 	Volunteer of the Year, Multicultural Services and Programs, Student Affairs, University of Georgia

2023	Student of the Month (April), Education Services Department, Wichita and Affiliated Tribes

2022	Wichita and Affiliated Tribes Study Abroad Scholarship, Education Services Department, Wichita and Affiliated Tribes ($2,000)

[bookmark: _Hlk194943302]2022 	Foundation Incentive for Central America, South America, and Africa Scholarship, UGA Office of Global Engagement, University of Georgia ($3,000)

2022 	Leadership Fellow, Institute of Leadership Advancement, Terry College of Business, University of Georgia

2019 – 2020 	Wichita and Affiliated Tribes Higher Education Scholarship, Education Services Department, Wichita and Affiliated Tribes ($4,400)

2019 – 2023 	The Gates Scholarship ($50,000)

2019 – 2023    Zell Miller Scholarship ($41,000)


Organizational

2023 	Most Improved Organization, Multicultural Services and Programs, Student Affairs, University of Georgia – Native American Student Association, University of Georgia

2023	Student Activity Fee Allocation, All-Campus Allocations Committee, University of Georgia – Native American Student Association, University of Georgia ($1800) 

2022	Gable Funds, Office of the Carl and Sally Gable Distinguished Professor of History, Department of History, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia – Native American Heritage Month Kickoff, Native American Student Association, University of Georgia ($3600)

2021 – 2022	Vice President for Student Affairs Diversity Fund, Student Affairs, University of Georgia – Various Events, Native American Student Association, University of Georgia ($900)



CONSULTING EXPERIENCE

2024	Sugar Creek Casinos (Hinton, OK)

2024	Wichita and Affiliated Tribes Executive Committee (Anadarko, OK)

2022 – 2023	Colquitt County School District (Moultrie, GA)


POLITICAL APPOINTMENTS

Wichita Tribe Industrial Development Commission (WTIDC), Wichita and Affiliated Tribes (Anadarko, OK)

2025 – 2028 	Chairman

2024 – 2025 	Commissioner


TEACHING


Curriculum & Academic Program Development

2024 – 2025 	Co-developer, Proposed UGA Domestic Field Study Program on Tribal Enterprises, Governance, and Programs, University of Georgia [Expected May 2026]


2023	Student Curriculum Developer, Athens Urban Food Collective (GEOG4890S), University of Georgia
 

Guest Lectures

2025	Kuwohi: The Case for Expanded Renaming, Introduction to Native American Studies (NAMS 1100), University of Georgia

2025	The History of the kirikirʔi:s, Native American Law & Policy (NAMS 6712), University of Georgia	

2023 	NAGPRA & Tribal Identity (co-presented with Maya Henderson), NAGPRA & the US (NAMS 3000), University of Georgia 


Workshops

2025	Corn Husk Doll Making (co-presented with Maya Henderson and Justice Britton), Georgia Museum of Art


Mentoring

2020 	Mentor for Ruth Bellevue, Prospective college student
                        Current Status: Alumnus of Vanderbilt University holding B.S. in Human and Organizational Development 

2020 	Mentor for Alexis Garcia, Prospective college student
Current Status: 5th year undergraduate student at Florida Gulf Coast University



SERVICE & VOLUNTEERING

Service to University

2025	Member, Cultural Student Engagement Presidents Leadership Council 

2025	President, Native American Student Association, University of Georgia
· 2021 – 2023 	Co-Founder & Treasurer

2019 – 2022 	Global Buddy, International Student Life, Student Affairs, University of Georgia

2021 – 2022	Member, International Business Society, Terry College of Business, University of Georgia	

2022                Multicultural Services and Programs, International Student Life, & Pride Center Representative, All-Campus Allocations Committee, University of Georgia


Service to Community

2023, 2025 	Volunteer, Save Our Legacy Ourself

2025	Co-Founder, Gates Alumni Indigenous Network

2025	Principal Speaker, Southern Indigenous Student Coalition
· 2022 – 2025	Co-Founder & Primary Organizer

2024 – 2025 	Interviewer, The Gates Scholarship

2024 – 2025 	Alumni Ambassador, National Speech and Debate Association

2023 	Volunteer, Shell to Shore

2022	Volunteer, Upendo: One Kid at a Time

2019 – 2021 	Debate Judge, Georgia Forensic Coaches Association

2019 – 2020 	Mentor, College Application Mentorship Program


PANELS & INVITED TALKS


2025	Frye, M., Panelist, Perspectives on Leadership Tribal vs. Corporate, Institute of Native American Studies, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2025	Frye, M., Speaker, Alum of the Day, Institute of Leadership Advancement, Terry College of Business, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2025	Frye, M., Speaker, Indigenous Representation in Pop Culture and Media, Pacific Unity Association, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2025	Frye, M., Panelist, Native Georgia: A Conversation with Tribal Citizens at UGA, Historic Athens (Athens, GA)

2025	Frye, M., Speaker, Build Together: Wichita TERO Community Session, Tribal Employment Rights Ordinance Commission, Wichita and Affiliated Tribes (Anadarko, OK)

2025	Frye, M., Speaker, General Council Meeting, Wichita and Affiliated Tribes (Anadarko, OK) 

2025	Frye, M., Keynote Speaker, Mid-Year Summit, Quivera Enterprises (Midwest City, OK)

2025	Frye, M., Speaker, Lightning Talks, Seven Generations, Georgia Institute of Technology (Atlanta, GA)

2025	Frye, M., Speaker, Quarterly Meeting, Wichita and Affiliated Tribes (Anadarko, OK) 

2023 	Frye, M., Panelist, Intercultural Competence, Leadership UGA, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2023 	Frye, M., Panelist, Imagined Indian: Native Stereotyping in Society, Native American Student Association, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2022 	Frye, M., Panelist, Intercultural and Inclusive Leadership, Leadership UGA, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2022                Frye, M., Panelist, Lunch and Learn, UGA Career Center, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2022                Frye, M., Panelist, Appropriation vs. Appreciation, Multicultural Services and Programs, Student Affairs, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2022               	Frye, M., Panelist, Indigenous Voices, Hispanic/Latinx & Indigenous Initiatives, University of Louisville (Louisville, KY)


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT


Certifications

2025	Evaluating Profitable Agricultural Enterprises, USU Extension, Utah State University [In Progress]

2025 	Food Business Basics, USU Extension, Utah State University 

2024	Interviewer Certification, The Gates Scholarship

2023	Certificate in Personal and Organizational Leadership, Institute of Leadership Advancement, Terry College of Business, University of Georgia 

2018	Certified Pearl Specialist, Cultured Pearl Association of America


Continuing Professional Education, Workshops, & Trainings

2025	Processing and Planting Sugarcane, led by Maurice Bailey, hosted within Community Engaged Research (Praxis) (GEOG 8430), Department of Geography, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia (Hog Hammock, GA)

2025	Private Sector Partnerships That Work: Lessons from Diversified Enterprises, BizConn Alliance, Command Holdings (Mashantucket, CT)

2025	Writing an Ethnographic Article, led by Dr. Claudio Benzecry, hosted within Qualitative Research Methods (SOCI 6750), Department of Sociology, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)

2025	Banks, Bonds, and Beyond: Expanding Financing Options for Tribal Projects, Fall Finance & Tribal Economies Summit, Native American Finance Officers Association (Portland, OR)

2025	Leadership Summit, Fall Finance & Tribal Economies Summit, Native American Finance Officers Association (Portland, OR)

2025	Indigenous Leaders in Governance: Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, Native Governance Center (Anadarko, OK)

2025	Strengthening Tribal Procurement to Cultivate Tribal Commerce and Economic Growth, Reservation Economic Summit, National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development (Las Vegas, NV)

2022	Leadership and Team Simulation: Everest V3, Harvard Business Publishing, Administered by Institute of Leadership of Advancement, Terry College of Business, University of Georgia (Athens, GA)


LANGUAGES

English		Spanish			Swahili
Native Proficiency	Conversational Proficiency	Elementary Proficiency


EDUCATIONAL & OFFICIAL TRAVEL


November 2025		Field Experience - Hog Hammock, GA 

July 2025	Official Visit – Penobscot Indian Nation and Millbrook First Nation (Indian Island, ME and Truro, NS)

May 2025			Official Visit - Fort Worth, Waco, and Austin, TX
				
Nov. 2023 – Dec. 2024	Georgia Farm Bureau Passport Program - Georgia

April 2023			Field Experience - Hog Hammock, GA 

[bookmark: _Hlk198380607]May – Jun. 2022	Franklin Maymester in Tanzania - Moshi, Karatu, Ngorongoro, Serengeti, and Paje, Tanzania


SELECTED INTERVIEWS & MEDIA APPEARANCES

Interviews

Smith, B. “Maximillian T.  Frye’s (Leadership Summit ‘25) Commitment to Economic Growth” NAFOA Stories, December 2nd, 2025

Farina, I. “Indigenous Peoples’ Day” Grady Newsource, October 13th, 2025 

Crawford, R. “Leadership and Growth with Quivera Enterprises” Presented at the American Indian Chamber of Commerce of Oklahoma, September Meeting, September 10th, 2025 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma)

Sain, B. “Building The Future: A Q&A With Maximillian Frye” ka:si:h keʔetara:kwa:rʔi. Vol. 1, Issue 3, June 24th, 2025


Self-Authored Public Scholarship

Frye, M. (2024) “Kuwohi: The Case for Expanded Renaming” MaxWanders. November, 16th, https://maxwanders.com/kuwohi-the-case-for-expanded-renaming/ 

Frye, M. (2024) “The Apostle Islands: New National Park or U.S. Failure of Native People?” MaxWanders. August, 3rd, https://maxwanders.com/the-apostle-islands-new-national-park-or-u-s-failure-of-native-people/ 

Frye, M. (2024) “Black Indians: A Wichita’s Journey Through Maasailand” MaxWanders. July, 2nd, https://maxwanders.com/black-indians-a-wichitas-journey-through-maasailand/
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